J ESUS S T O O D a little child am ong His disciples and said, " I tell you the truth, unless you change and becom e like little children, you will never enter the kingdom o f heaven" (M atthew 18:3, N IV ). T h e childlikeness o f the Christian has been fre quently discussed. T h e qualities o f childlikeness that the Christian is to have, such as sim ple faith, ob e d i ence, dependence, and openness, are not unknown to the m ajority o f Christians. W e also know that these qualities are to remain with us as we " grow u p " as Christians (1 Peter 2:2). However, it is always good to rem ind ourselves o f these vital truths.
There is a childlike quality, however, that we sel dom discuss. It is tw ofold; a great desire to learn and to tell everyone what was learned. R ecently this was brought hom e to me very dram atically. One o f the boys in our church cam e up to me before a W ednes day evening service and proceeded to show me a new book he had just gotten. He then, without a m om ent to ca tch his breath, began to tell me what he had just learned from reading a chapter o f that book. W hether I was interested in what he learned or not did not co n cern him in the least. He learned som ething and just had to tell som eone about it.
M y little girl is learning fast, too fast for D addy to keep up with, as all parents can understand. She cam e walking up to me and blurted out, " C ook ie." I instantly realized she knew a word, as well as that she wanted a cookie. Another tim e, while in the bedroom , she pushed open the sliding closet door, grabbed a pair o f shoes, carried them over to me and, looking m e in the eye, said, " Shoes." She sm iled at me as if to say, " See what I learned?" She had just told me in action and word that she knew how to open the closet, and knew what shoes were and whose they were.
M y mind rushed quickly to certain courses in college-H u man Growth and D evelopm ent, a n d C h ristia n E d u c a tio n o f C h ild r e n . I r e m e m b e r e d the great stress placed on the drive a n d c a p a c it y o f c h ild r e n to learn. Can we Christians neglect this quality o f the ch ild? Should the Christian have this neversatisfied yearning to learn? By all means! There must be a c r a v in g for G o d ' s W o r d . T o " Become like a little child."
M a tth e w 18:3, NIV Tallmadge, Ohio, church. by GERRY WHETSTONE learn more o f Christ and His will should be the long ing o f every believer. Have you ever seen a young child that did not have the desire to learn? He may have desired to learn the wrong things, but always there is the desire to learn. Should we ever see a Christian without that desire? God has given us the capacity through the Holy Spirit to learn; therefore, we should yearn to do so.
GERRY WHETSTONE pastors the
Let me return to the second aspect o f this quality, that o f wanting to tell what is learned. I am fearful when I hear Christians say things like, " They don't want to hear; why tell th em ?" or " They already know this and will think I' m dum b if I say it." That little boy was not afraid that I would be bored or consider him dum b. He was excited about what he had learned and had to tell som eone. So it should be with the Christian. W e should becom e so thrilled with G o d 's W ord and its lessons that we have to tell som e one-a Christian brother or a non-Christian friend. W hat an uplift the Christian brother or sister receives when you share with them what God just taught you! W hat a witness to the non-Christian friend when they sense your excitem ent about the Christian walk! Do not be concerned whether they're interested or not.
Do not worry if they think you dum b. Tell them! You need to. They need to hear. O f course, we must be careful and self-controlled in our tell ing. W e do not want to be o b noxious. This would defeat the purpose of the K ingdom . N ever theless, if this quality is missing in our lives, it could mean that we are not serious about our Christianity. Do not neglect the desire to learn and to tell every one what is learned. " Unless you turn and becom e like ch il dren, you will never enter the kingdom o f heaven" (M atthew 18:3, R S V ). □
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HERALD ' ' HOLINESS
A DISTURBED READER I was disturbed by the article in the December 1 issue of the Her ald, " Holiness: Hope for the Ho m o s e x u a l." The B ible clearly teaches that consciously yielding to homosexual desires, whether overt or inward, is sin. However, to say that even latent homosex ual tendencies are sin and are al ways removed in sanctification seems to show a lack of under standing of both psychological factors and biblical holiness.
It is well established that such tendencies are often caused by situations and relationships in the home. Would we contend that the heterosexual is freed from sexual temptation after sanctification? If not, is it reasonable to expect the person with latent homosexual tendencies to be freed from such temptation?
We can readily observe in our selves and in our Christian friends that sanctification is not an auto matic cure-all for psychological difficulties and weaknesses. I don't understand how latent ho mosexual tendencies can arbi tra rily be m ade an e xce p tio n . Considering the cause and nature of the affliction, such aview seems to ignore the Wesleyan concep tion of sin.
I wish we could be more care ful in publishing such articles. T ho ug h w e ll-in te n tio n e d , they can become a serious stumbling block to some sensitive Christians unfortunate enough to be afflicted with this particular difficulty.
Name withheld upon request 
ON THE OTHER HAND
by HELEN TEMPLE
/ -A f e w years ago in Brasilia, the capital city of JL JL Brazil, the Nazarene pastor was notified that land granted to the Church o f the Nazarene for a church was going to be taken away from them b e cause they had not yet built on it.
In consternation, the pastor's wife took her A labas ter box to the government official's office.
" Nazarenes all over the world are saving money in these boxes to build our ch u rch ," she said, showing him her box. " Please give us a little more tim e to get the m on ey."
He was interested, asked for the Alabaster box to keep, and in a few days the grant for the land was extended. Alabaster offerings did com e in, and a Church o f the Nazarene stands on that land today.
T hirty-tw o years ago G od gave to Mrs. Elizabeth V ennuin, a m em ber o f the N W M S General Council, the inspiration for the Alabaster offering.
It was to be a love gift-a gift above and beyond tithes, dues, musts, and oughts. " Perfum e m on ey," they called it, like the first alabaster gift o f love, when the wom an broke her alabaster box o f precious ointm ent and poured it on Jesus' feet. People were urged to give the price o f som ething they wanted, but
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did n 't really need, in their Alabaster offerings. The money was given for buildings on the mission fields.
The Alabaster offering caught fire and spread around the world. People went without lunches, walked instead o f riding the bus, did without new hats, dresses, suits, even cars, and put the money into their Alabaster boxes for just one reason: to show their love for Christ .
In the 32 years since its beginning Alabaster has placed 927 churches, 201 Bible school buildings, 33 hospital or clinic buildings, 239 missionary homes, 425 national workers' homes, 16 homes at Casa R obles for retired missionaries, 316 district or other buildings, on Nazarene mission fields; as well as pur chasing 438 building sites.
Alabaster giving has transformed mission fields with permanent, neat church buildings and pastors' homes. The com m unities know we have com e to stay and people begin to com e to the churches to learn what Nazarenes teach.
But in recent years, two factors have produced a crisis on Nazarene mission fields.
Inflation has hit the world, often rising at the rate o f 100 to 150 percent a year, with skyrocketing costs for building materials and land.
A t the same tim e, many churches which give gen erously for missions have adopted the Faith Promise Plan. This has greatly increased the total given for missions, but Alabaster giving usually is budgeted as a specific amount o f that total, often the same, or only slightly larger than was given the year before.
Increase in Alabaster giving for mission field bu ild ings has not kept pace with total giving, yet costs for desperately needed buildings on mission fields have m ounted astronom ically.
Last year Nazarenes gave a little over $l,502,l.ri2 to Alabaster offerings. A wonderful gift of love! But re quests from Nazarene mission fields for long-needed buildings totaled $6,500,000.
As in Brasilia, governments in many countries grant land on which to build churches, but they re quire the mission to erect the church within two years, or less, or forfeit the grant. Once lost, there usually is no way to secure land in that com m unity again. It is heartbreaking to missionaries to see the land they have been granted taken away because they have no money to build the churches.
The General Budget cannot cover these buildings. It is stretched almost too thin already, to cover life line support.
W ork and W itness teams are helping supply b u ild ing needs, but they can provide only a small fraction o f what is needed.
But there is a way to meet these needs. If all of us will see Alabaster giving as it was meant to be-a beautiful love gift from our abundance; a gift secured by doing without things we want but don 't need, in order to give because we love our Savior-Alabaster giving will rise dram atically, and critical building needs on mission fields will be met. □ I W O M O R M O N missionaries cam e to m y door. J L I started with three questions, giving them tim e to reply to each. The questions were: " Do you believe G od has a w ife?" " Do you believe G od was once a m a n ?" " Do you believe you will be a g o d ?" T o each question, in perfect harm ony with M orm on teaching, they answered, " Y es." I asked if it were not possible for me to go to heaven on the authority o f the B ible through personal faith in Christ. T o this question they did not really want to reply, since they want to be known as " one o f the Christian churches." Pressing for an answer, I was told that I would have to subscribe to the doctrines taught by -Joseph Sm ith in order to com e into full bliss o f heaven. I was also told that if I did not have a " full revelation" o f the truth o f M orm on doctrine here that I would have a chance to be saved after death. (This, o f course, would require som eone to be baptized by proxy for me.)
The Neither would accept -Jesus Christ, the Living W ord, to be adequate apart from -Joseph Sm ith's " revelations and doctrin es," nor would they allow the B ible alone as a sufficient guide to faith. Thus, on both counts, they showed themselves to be cultists by insisting on the authority o f another person and the authority o f other books.
The B ook o f M orm on has had well over :!,()()() changes m ade in it since its beginning. When con fronted with this inform ation, they acknowledged them only as changes in " Joseph S m ith 's poor gram mar since he was an uneducated m an ." However, they could not see this as a denial of their doctrine of verbal inspiration. One cannot have corrections of wording or gramm ar if inspiration was truly verbal. Every word was dictated as -Joseph Sm ith saw them through the " magic spectacles"; so believe the M or mons.
The B ible is a historical revelation o f G od and as such has always been open to scrutiny and has always stood that test. The miracles of the Bible happened in tim e and place. 1 proceeded to ask the location of the " m a ps" that would support M orm onism or the historical faith it claim s to be. They said. " Oh, they are not available in Christian bookstores in this cou n try because o f prejudice, but they are available in South A m erica ." The issue was thus quickly side stepped.
I then asked them how they knew' they were right. " By revelation." was their reply. I pointed out that Jesus showed the necessity for " two witnesses." " No m an's testim ony stands alone and it does not stand at all unless it stands on the W ord of G o d ," 1 added. They assured me that they had the two witnesses. One was the revelation itself; the other was the M or mon's holy books.
This incident is not shared to advertise my skill as a witness to the M orm ons. I am sure I was not very convincing in their eyes. This experience is shared to show the gross error in rejecting the authority of -Jesus Christ, the Living W ord of God, and the Bible, the written W ord of God.
M orm ons claim their growth rate is about 600 peo ple per day. M orm onism 's tremendous growth is sur prising when you consider its teaching. It has no system atic theology. It is as full of contradictions as com m unistic political propaganda. It has no docum entable archaeology. The "g o d " of M orm onism is only a glorified man. He is the man-god and not the G od-m an. He is not eternal, but is a by-product of some other god 's sexual relationship with one of his wives. He is thus not eternally self-existent. He is not everywhere present and he. therefore, is not all knowing. He is a god o f llesh. blood, and bones like vours. He is not absolutely holy and changeless but has "ca p a city for eternal increase." M orm on ism 's savior is not the Christ o f the Bible. He is not conceived by the Holy Spirit, but is the o ff spring o f A dam -G od and Mary. He is not the only begotten Son but is the first begotten o f many sons. They, too, believe that Christ was polvgam ously m ar ried. The " holy spirit" of M orm onism is a nonper sonal force, and was confused by Joseph Smith with his own identity.
The M orm ons are quick to repeat the statement of Joseph Smith: " W e believe in God, the eternal Father, and in His Son, -Jesus Christ, and in the Holy G host." T o the unstudied, this statement sounds Christian, but one must rem ember when deal ing with cults that all or most o f the definitions are changed. The words which, to you, seem laden with evangelical truth are loaded with an entirely different meaning to them.
The fact is that M orm ons hotly deny the Trinity 1 HE U RA N IU M H E M ISP H E R E resem bled half . a basketball cut around its center. It met all the blueprint dim ensions. The surface finish was within acceptable limits. It conform ed to all the external, measurable criteria-but it was scrap. A nondestruc tive radiographic exam ination o f the part revealed the dam aging truth. H idden flaws in the structure o f the metal rendered it useless.
Behind concrete walls several feet thick, with in terlocking doors, switching devices, and closed-circuit television monitors that ensure the safety of operating personnel, hangs our tw o-m illion volt X -ray m achine. An X -ray generator of this m agni tude can produce energy rays that will penetrate 10 inches of steel. The rays could also be lethal if a per son were exposed to the full energy for a few m o ments. M any industries now use both gamma and X -ray radiography to inspect the structural integrity o f metal parts.
The uranium hemisphere had been positioned under the X -ray machine and photographic film exposed m uch as a chest X -ray is m ade in a hospital to check the lungs or get a heart shadow. The highintensity rays had penetrated even the relatively thick wall o f uranium -one of the higher density m etals-and revealed the hidden flaws. Near the top o f the part a band o f voids and impurities encircled the pole, casting their telltale shadows on the film . Externally, the part looked perfect; the internal faults caused its rejection.
Radiographic technology, which man has devel oped in recent years for determ ining if there are voids and impurities inside materials that appear sound, is a rem inder of a biblical truth. That truth is that God has reserved for him self the ability to see within man, His highest creation. A nd what is it G od sees? Voids and impurities. Is not most, if not all, o f m ankind's trouble attributable to those voids and impurities of the heart traceable to his rebellion against his Creator?
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bide Corp., Nuclear Division at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. cdi by JACK CONN W e are G o d 's highest creation on this planet; and w e're all on it together, like it or not. W ith all the pluses in our favor, you would think we cou ld make this world a better place to live in than we have. W hether we accept it or reject it or ignore it, our fail ure surely lies within-voids and im purities o f the heart-for out o f the heart are the issues o f life. A nd as Christ said to the Pharisees, we are a world of proud creatures who " . . . make clean the outside o f the cup and o f the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess" (M atthew 23:25).
There is a void in the hum an heart which only the H oly Spirit can fill. From the Garden o f Eden to to day, the hum an heart has cried out in its loneliness. It is a tem ple without an inhabitant. Things have not filled the void for m aterialistic generations past or present. E m pty hearts rush from one marriage to another. Pleasure seeking has becom e a madness to stifle a consciousness that som ething is missing within. The heart void can only be filled from above with a Spiritual Presence. Christ gave N icodem us the only real answer to the cry o f a hungry, weeping, and lonely heart when He told him , " E xcept a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom o f G o d " (John 3:3).
The im purity bred o f rebellion against G od in Eden is the same im purity o f heart that breeds rebellion as taught and believed by evangelical Christians. If this doctrine were believed, it would destroy their whole system -root, trunk, and branch.
The M orm on church will even help your fam ily do a genealogy as you look for your own roots. Isn't that com m endable? Hardly! These names are then stored in the vaults in Salt Lake City where som eday you and all your ancestors can be baptized by proxy in the T em ple. Som e celestial marriages may even be perform ed for your predecessors and for you after you die.
The The world is full o f false prophets today. John warns, " Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from G od, b e cause many false prophets have gone out into the w orld" (1 John 4:1, N IV ).
Jude writes about these false prophets. He reminds Christians o f their responsibility in view o f them . " Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints" (Jude 3, N IV ). W e are custodians o f truth. W e are responsible to preserve and publish it. □ T h is tw o -m illio n -v o lt X ra y is used to detect internal voids and in clu sion s in m aterials up to 10 inches in th ick n ess w ith a sensitivity o f 1.5 percent.
still. " W herefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned" (Rom ans 5:12). This im purity affected K ing D avid. Hear him cry out in anguish over his sins o f adultery and murder when he was confronted with G od 's X -ray: " Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou m ightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my m other conceive m e" (Psalm 51:4-5). A nd D avid knew the answer to im purity o f heart, as does any H oly Spirit convicted penitent: " W ash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from m y sin. For I acknow l edge m y transgressions: and my sin is ever before m e" (Psalm 51:2-3). Our scrap uranium parts aren't discarded to a waste heap. T h e y 're too valuable. W e melt them down in a furnace and recast the metal. T he heat of the furnace can do away with voids and impurities. Our heart problem s can be cured also.
It takes courage to look at the shadow o f our heart exposed by the full light o f G od 's W ord. Are there voids and im purities? These may render one unfit for G o d 's use. But you ' re not worthless! N o! N o! Heart problem s can be cured. Lives can be salvaged, rem olded, and m ade useful. Th e cure, as well as the discovery, is with G od the H oly Spirit. Th e cure for our heart m alady, revealed in the B ible, is to ask for and accept in faith the fiery cleansing o f the heart by the infilling o f the H oly Spirit. As the apostle Peter, speaking to the assem bled church leadership in Jerusalem, said o f the infilling o f Cornelius and his fam ily, " A nd put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith" (A cts 15:9). G od 's spiritual radiography has suffered no obsoles cence; it is adequate to reveal our heart need. And He can meet the need. □ . . H e sh o u ld m a k e f u ll re s titu tio n " e x o d u s 22 5 HE D IC T IO N A R Y defines restitution as giving back to the rightful owner som ething that has been lost or taken away; a making good for loss or dam age; or making amends for som ething said or done.
© n
Restitution is a difficult idea for most o f us to em brace, but there are many circum stances that make it necessary. I' ll m ention four.
W e may have to make restitution for something done as a child. Frank (not his real nam e) had been saved a few months when the Lord began dealing with him over a childhood incident. There had been a Sunday School contest and a prize was offered to the one getting the most points. Frank wanted that prize in the worst way, so he lied about how many contacts he had made.
He " w on" the prize, but never really enjoyed it be cause o f his dishonesty. N o w , years la ter, G od saved him, and the contest was brought forcefully to his mind. He had to go to the pastor o f that church, confess his wrongdoing, and ask forgiveness. It took courage to admit his trans gression, but " Courage is the ladder on which all the other virtues m ount" as Clare Boothe Luce says in The Hum an Life and Review.
W e may have to make restitution for som ething we did even when " everybody" was doing it. " W ide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to d e struction, and many there be which go in thereat" (M atthew 7:13).
As a teenager, my husband worked in a dim e store. W henever he walked past the candy kept in the store room , he would help him self to a few pieces. E very b ody else did it, so why shouldn't he? W hen he was converted as a young man, and called to preach, God nudged him about those forbidden sweets. W alter knew what he must do. He sent a le t ter to the manager and a check to cover the approxi m ate cost o f the candy he had filched.
The manager had m oved away, but the letter and check finally caught up with him. He wrote a heart warming answer, saying he wished my husband well in his forthcom ing ministry. It took a little doing, but I finally located a current a d d re s s for th e m a n . I wrote, " Dear M r. Long. A bou t twelve years ago my husband and I rented a house on 12th street from you. Y ou put it up for sale, a n d we w ere fo r c e d to m ove. W e still owed $6.00 on our rent. I did not d e liberately beat you out o f the m oney; I honestly for got. Now, after all this tim e, G od has brought it to my m ind. I am a Chris tian and do not want to miss heaven over $6.00 back rent. Here is a check for that am ount plus som e extra for any inconvenience I may have caused y o u ." W hen I dropped that letter in the m ailbox, I felt a sense o f relief; I knew I w ould sleep well that night. A French proverb well says that " There is no pillow so soft as a clear con scien ce." Som etim es making restitution means m aking am ends for som ething said. " Fools m ock at making amends for sin, but good will is found am ong the u p right" (Proverbs 14:9, N IV ).
Jim , a m em ber o f one o f our form er pastorates, was in the hospital after a series o f heart attacks. His wife called my husband. " Please go see Jim . H e says it's very im portant that you co m e ."
Feeling the urgency o f the situation, W alter m ade that 100-mile trip to the hospital. It seems Jim had becom e angry with my husband over a m atter in the church years before, and had made som e unkind remarks. Now he was afraid he was going out to meet G od; he didn' t want those harsh words to face him at the judgm ent. He asked his form er pastor's forgiveness, got it, and was at peace with him self and his G od. M y husband had not even rem em bered the incident, but Jim had, and he knew he had to make ti right.
Restitution should be m ade whenever the Lord RESTITUTION WHEN by LOLA M. WILLIAMS points it out to us, whether at the m om ent o f our conversion or years later. W e should then do all in our power to straighten it out, no matter how difficult or im possible it may seem to be.
V. R aym ond E dm an in B u t God sums it up this way: " W e are prone to argue with the Lord against an assignment that seems to us to be difficult, danger ous, and im possible. Our part is to trust H im fully, to obey H im im plicitly, to follow our instructions faith fu lly ." ' □
B E A T S A by ONESIMUS
Some food for thought that's more nourishing than cotton candy and popcorn.
T h e r e ' s n o b u s i n e s s lik e the JL church! And Barnum and Bailey were not numbered among the 12 apostles. I suppose one could have fun pursuing parallels between the circus and the life of the church. What ideas emerge from the thought of lions and tigers on stools while the ringmaster cracks his whip? And how about rides that give emotional thrills but go nowhere?
Fun, perhaps, but much tragic truth to the analogy! It's easier to get crowds at church entertainments that cost only money than at the more basic ministries of the church.
There is no business like the church when it is at its best. Even the diversion o f a circus takes second place when compared to the more lasting pleasures of a real family gettogether.
The church that models after the amuse ment park will get the same results: patrons who lust after bigger shows and contribute by leaving crumpled programs.
The New Testament model, or pattern, of the church is the family. Diligent effort to develop and maintain a healthy family has always been demanded. The results, though, will always be worth the effort. □
DON'T WORRY
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PRAY!
by DORA ROBERTS IH E PH O N E RA N G at 9:40 p.m . on July 7, 1977. I am certain about the tim e, because that phone call drastically changed my life and the lives o f my children. Earlier that evening we had been a normal, happy fam ily having dinner together, and now all that had changed. I was now a widow. It was all so sudden and without warning.
The days and weeks that followed proved to be the most difficult I have ever experienced, but in the m idst o f the sorrow and adjustm ent Christ was lifting me up, holding me steady, and keeping His arms around me in com fort and love.
I have received help from many scripture verses, but Philippians 4:6 soon becam e a favorite o f mine. I particularly like the way it is worded in The Living B ible: " D on 't worry about anything; instead, pray about everyth in g; tell G od your needs and don 't for get to thank him for his answers" (italics m ine).
Since becom ing a widow with two young boys to raise, I have depended on that verse numerous times. I have found great com fort and assurance in that scripture. It has brought to me a deeper peace, an in ner calmness, and a strength that only God can p ro vide.
" D on 't worry about anything. " " A nything" means just that. God does not item ize what we should and should not worry about. He says, " D on 't worry about a n yth in g." There is a difference between worry and concern. Concern means caring-involvem ent. W orry means fretting-withdrawal.
Even though we are not to conform to this world, we do live in it; and naturally there are many things DORA ROBERTS is administrative assistant at the St. Louis Southwest Church of the Nazarene.
that com e our way that cause us distress and genuine concern. Som etim es it is even issues in the church; but Christ takes the worry out o f life and replaces it with strength, peace, and calm ness to hold us steady.
Christ wants us to be concerned about lost soulsthe ones we can reach; but H e does not want us to burden ourselves into ineffectiveness by worrying over a faceless and nameless world.
He wants us to be concerned when our Sunday School attendance is dropping, but He does not want us to worry about who is to blam e. He wants us to do som ething about it.
The Master wants us to be concerned if it has been awhile since our church has experienced revival, but He does not want us to worry about what it would cost, financially or otherwise, to have one. Som etim es we may feel we cannot afford to have one, but if that is our feeling; we cannot afford not to have one.
H e wants us to be concerned about the burdens of our fellow Christians, but He does not want us to worry them with our opinions and suggestions. He wants us to touch the throne o f grace on their beh alf and share those burdens.
He wants us to be involved in the lives o f others, but He does not want us to be judgm ental concerning how they are living.
He doesn't want us to worry about anything, b e cause we can get trapped in trivia and rob ourselves o f the peace and contentm ent He intends for us to have. W e becom e unable to be all He wants us to be, and we prevent H im from being all things to us.
T h e scripture continues, " Pray about everyth in g; tell G od your needs." It doesn't mean that we should pray only when tragedies occu r or when m ajor in ci dents force us into m aking unwanted adjustm ents. He also wants us to pray about so-called insignificant things. He wants to hear about anything that co n cerns us.
I think som etim es we live beneath our spiritual privileges, and G od does not intend for it to be that way. Often som ething or som eone upsets our spiritual " apple cart" and disrupts our lives, but G od tests and strengthens us by allowing trouble so H e can transform us into His own image.
W hat we are told in this particular verse is: " Look! Here I am. I love you. I want to take care o f you. Trust M e. Lean on M e. Put M e to the test. Leave all your burdens, cares, and concerns with M e. Give M e your husband or wife, your children, all you own, your job , everything that involves you; and let M e direct your life. I will not let you down. Y ou can depend on M e !" Isn't that wonderful? T hat sets my soul soaring. W e make things so difficult for ourselves, and He makes it so sim ple; but there is a price to pay-our willingness to be obedient, to pray diligently, to be totally com m itted to H im , and to trust H im in ev ery thing.
He rightfully expects us to rem em ber to thank H im for the answers. Considering the price we often pay for pleasure and enjoym ent, obedien ce and rem em bering to say " thank Y ou " are not too m uch for G od to ask o f us. He paid the ultim ate price. He gave His all. □
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YMPTOMS OF SPIRITUAL DECLINE by LAWRENCE WALKER
I H E P R O D IG A L SON went " dow n" into a far _1_ country. Jonah went " dow n" to Joppa. The drift is downward; the tendency is to decline. This is true physically. It is also true spiritually. Thus we are adm onished in the scriptures to " pursue righ teousness," to " seek those things which are a b ove," to " abhor evil." In short, it is plain that there is nothing autom atic about Christian living. T o keep holy fires aflam e dem ands deliberate and con scien tious effort.
It is im portant to becom e aware o f the signs of spiritual decline if we would keep alive unto God. Very few, if any, go down suddenly in one desperate plunge from grace to spiritual ruin. Rather, the slope is gradual, the steps downward are very nearly im perceptible. Darkness (spiritual or physical) does not fall suddenly, but is preceded by a slowly ebbing light into an ever-increasing darkness.
One o f the first evidences o f lessoned devotion is the ready em ploym ent o f excuses. At the outset, these are not given easily, but hesitantly and with a host o f inner m isgivings. Even the newest Christian has an inner awareness o f the obvious in com p ati bility o f true com m itm ent and glib excuses. E ach offends the other. There follows a vague and u n com fortable em otion that a wrong direction has been taken. An earlier generation called this " the checks o f the S p irit." Seminole, Florida. W hen these checks are unheeded, the process of backsliding gains m om entum . The feelings o f uneasi ness dim inish. The im pulse now is to excuse our excuses, and the spirit of rebellion is em boldened. S elf and self-will becom e authoritative. Excuses that were, at the first, embarrassing, gain a certain re spectability.
LAWRENCE WALKER is a com m issioned evangelist. He makes his home in
If this spiritual drift is not halted, excuses becom e the rule and are m outhed easily and shamelessly. There com es a readiness to defend that which at an earlier tim e would have seemed indefensible. C on science has not only been seared, it has been silenced.
Finally, the deception becom es absolute. The d e ceived believes his own rationalizations. He becom es self-persuaded that, indeed, he is too busy to serve G od as others serve God, and expects to be accepted as an exception. H e cannot pay tithes, and feels no responsibility beyond the Sunday morning service. He views the Sunday evening service and midweek gathering as expendable. Most alarming is the fact that he becom es com fortable with all this and that " som ehow " G od understands him. He may even say he has " worked out his own salvation."
All who have fallen into this pattern deserve our patience and prayers. M any, possibly most, are re coverable and we must view them as such. However, at the same tim e, it would be a grave error to condone such superficiality. Norm al Christian experience is on a far better level. At the m inim um , discipleship is total com m itm ent, and the W ay is upward, shining " more and more unto the perfect d ay." □
I H E SU B JE C T OF P R A Y E R is inexhaustible.
JL Countless books, sermons, songs, and articles proclaim its significance.
There are books on the subject that have influ enced Christians for generations; E. M . B ounds' P reacher and Prayer will be a classic until the end of tim e. Andrew M urray's With Christ in the School o f Prayer has helped thousands find the dynam ic of conversing with God.
A new title from Nazarene Publishing House th at's boun d to have an influence upon readers is W . E.
T h e author, in these pages, writes about the prayer life o f Christ, the church, and the individual Chris tian.
H abits o f prayer are not easily form ed. M editation, self-exam ination, quiet times alone with God call for determ ination. Prayer calls for persistence. A careful reading o f this book will help one realize that there is no lim itation to prayer; nothing is too small, nothing is too big. There is no area o f life that is out of the influence o f prayer.
Out o f his background as pastor, educator, and Herald editor emerge Mr. M cC u m ber's keen insights and practical truth. His distinguishing down-to-earth style makes A L IT T L E B O O K A B O U T PR A Y E R a delight to read, as well as a treasury o f sound instruc tion.
□ B e a c o n H ill P r e s s o f K a n s a s C it y
To o rd e r, se e p a g e 23.
W. E. McCUMBER, Author
Book Brief How easy it was to show the little girl, for whose mother I was baby-sitting while she kept an app oin t ment with the psychiatrist, the sim ple essentials of keeping her string untangled. W hy cou ldn 't I tell her m other essentially the same thing-how to keep the tangled strings o f life separated? The button is the secret.
There are only two supreme facts o f human life, birth and death, but neither is all o f the beginning or the end. Birth com es from a single cell outside the knowledge or influence o f the one born. In this seed are unfathom able tendencies which may develop into strong characteristics o f personality, influencing gen erations yet unborn.
The seed itself originates with G od and arrives through countless generations and influences. Birth is an act o f the Infinite, a miracle. N o one has ever been able to trace a material origin o f life. N o scien tist pretends to conceive o f producing som ething out o f nothing, as has God. In this sense, birth has no beginning.
Death is an act o f the same infinite G od. God, our HAL VON STEIN is a freelance writer and resides in Napa, California.
G od, who has no beginning and no end! H ow can death be an end?
That death is a more unfam iliar beginning than birth, about which we know only what we can see, is not illogical to believe if we accept it as the opening o f another door into the Infinite from which we cam e.
Jesus Christ cam e through birth and departed through death. Then He cam e back again to show us that death is not an end but another beginning.
Death is not as m uch o f a trauma as life is. WT hy did God have us go through this painful trauma b e tween birth and death? W e know the salient reason. G od w anted us. He could have m ade creatures and worlds w'here no in dependent power existed, where His will would be perform ed infinitely. He did not need us-ex cep t for one thing! T o create a creature, then endow it with his own nature to the extent that it possesses the capacity to reject H im , was an idea only our G od could imagine. And if this creature, instead o f turning away, o f its own volition turns to G od and says, "F ather, I love Y o u ," this is infinite joy for our Father. It was for this joy o f " bringing many sons unto glory" (Hebrews 2:10) that Jesus " endured th e cross, despising the sh a m e" (Hebrews 12:2). No other creature can bring such joy to our God! T o show us how this works, G od gave us the p ro clivity called " love" -mortal love. Through the a ve nue o f this instinctive com pulsion with all its nu ances, He caused us to create children, even when, som etim es, we don 't want them ! Our great joy is knowing our children really love us after we have done what we can to bring them to a sem blance of maturity. It looks sim ple but is extrem ely com plex. W e know a child can be disciplined to a point But we forget where all knowledge com es from . W e think knowledge is som ething we thought of. W e play with the knowledge we have like a yo-yo on a string until the yo-yo becom es entangled with the string, like my little granddaughter' s. T hen we stand in the midst o f life before G od and the holy angels-like my granddaughter' s m other-and wonder how it happened!
The button that keeps the string from tangling is the H oly Spirit . He anchors us in the purpose o f G od. The m ost im portant thing in tim e is the purpose of God. He does all things well. He is anxious for our cry, but like those o f us who are fathers H e knows you ca n 't help anybody who does not realize their need for help enough to ask for it.
Just turn loose o f your pride, lift your heart to Him, and ask for help and see what happens! □ How often have these words been wrung from a broken heart: " No man cared for my soul" (Psalm 142:4)! W hile the words are the Psalm ist's, they ex press a sentiment many people have sorely felt.
W e need to know som eone is interested in our welfare. The Psalm ist's pathetic cry arose because he knew no one was really concerned about him, or cared whether he was dead or alive. No one would go to any trouble to save him if he were in serious danger. T o be friendless means to be unhappy. W hile we do not want a dollar or som eone to do a job for us, we are eager to name a person we can trust and be able to say: " I have a friend."
The Psalm ist's cry indicates a feeling o f deep isolation. W e feel that the rest of the world has cut itself off from us. Between us and the outside world there seems to be a gulf as deep as that fixed between the rich man and Lazarus.
G. WEATHERLEY is a freelance writer from Norwich, England.
This isolation arises from the sheer indifference we meet. W e feel unwanted by anyone; we have no sense o f belonging. This is critical, for this sense o f b elon g ing is one o f our basic needs. W e have been neglected. W e then look for som eone whose interest in us is unselfish, unchangeable, and unreserved. W hat a transform ation com es to our lives when we can nam e such a person! W e can nam e the Person who cares for us. G od, says Peter, " careth for y o u " (1 Peter 5:7). H e pays special attention to us and to all that concerns us. He makes a point o f looking after us.
W e have real value in His sight. T h e One who knows when the sparrow falls to the ground, who numbers the hairs o f our heads, is keenly interested in the lives and problem s o f those He sent His Son to die for. G od ' s care for each o f us is distinctive. Our finger prints, although appearing to the laym an to be so nearly like others, differ from the m illions o f other human fingerprints. G o d 's way o f handling each hu man being is both individual and distinctive. His care for us reveals marks that are personal and are not repeated anywhere.
This care springs from an om nipotent love and all the gates o f hell cannot prevail against it. His is an om nipotent care and there is never a situation in our lives in which it does not show itself. It is an om n i scient care and so it reaches down to the unknown wants o f my inner being. It fills heaven with wonder. M y life is controlled by the consciousness that som eone cares deeply for it.
T h e greater the person who cares for me, the more highly I prize his concern. Th e more worthy the This love reveals itself in a sense o f intim ate a ffec tion and concern for us who have so many troubles by G. WEATHERLEY and disappointm ents, anxieties and worries which wear down our strength and take away the joy of living.
W e have confidence in G od ' s power to help us, either by bringing us a particular blessing or by preventing a calam ity.
T h e One who cares for us " holds the whole wide world in His han d ." N o person or event can ever defeat H im and prevent Him from showing His care for us. So He has a perfect control over all those events which would weigh us down with anxiety. As He loves us, and can control everything that happens in this world, we are confident H e will never permit us to have an unbearable burden.
W e have confidence in G od 's knowledge. N o one can keep a secret from Him. Our Father knows our every need. Our Lord assures us: " Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things" (M atthew 6:32), that is, food, drink, and clothing. The God who knows the needs, wants to meet them. Speaking after years o f experience, Paul records this conviction: " M y G od shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19) . W e can make this our conviction too.
WT e have confidence in G od 's care for us. He is so concerned for the flowers o f the field that He provides them with better clothes than S olom on's enormous wealth could buy. He has such a great interest in the birds that He provides all the food they need. How m uch more does He care for us, those whom Jesus died to save! W e trust God because we believe He will never fail either in His intentions of good or His will to carry them out.
As G od is perfect, increasing knowledge o f Him will lead to our deepening trust. After a BBC broad cast, listeners were invited to share their experiences o f faith. One listener's husband had died while they were away on their summer vacation. She had pre viously lost three sons, all in their early 20s. W hat is that purpose? Th e Church is the agent o f a Sovereign, One who has received kingly power and is returning to assert it. W e are His servants, with no authority to order our own tasks. Th e K ing deter mines the Church as His representatives.
Hostile segments o f society are saying, " W e will not have this man to reign over us." Placed in such a world, the Church must not be the tool o f any earthly institution or program, for it exists to represent the Lord who is com ing to judge them all.
T h e Church trades with capital furnished by the com ing Lord. He invests His servants with money, saying, " Trade with these till I co m e " (R S V ). W hat is this capital investm ent entrusted to us?
W e are given a message, the gospel, " the word o f the L ord ." T h e Church is not the agent o f any hum an program o f cultural or political reform . It is the agent o f " the gospel o f Jesus Christ," with a m andate to proclaim it to all the world.
W ith that given message we have a given power, the presence o f the H oly Spirit for the achievem ent o f our task. The criterion o f judgm ent is faithfulness. He c o m mends the good servants as " faith fu l" and rewards them with authority. T h e fate o f the w icked servant rem inds us that failure, caused by fear, unbelief, or disobedience will be severely judged. □
McCUMBER'S MAXIMS (2 )
Let me share with you another maxim for practical living. " He that tooteth his own horn shall becom e known as a blow hard."
I knew a fellow who knew everything. He did n 't, o f course, but he could never bring him self to say, " I d on 't know ." W hatever the question asked or the subject introduced, some deep insecurity com pelled him to blu ff when he cou ldn 't respond from know l edge.
W ith such a person, boasting is always a corollary to bluffing. He exaggerated his abilities until his egostudded conversation becam e increasingly ludicrous.
In a m om ent o f thin patience, I quoted a proverb to him: " Let another man praise thee, and not thine own m outh" (Proverbs 27:2). " B u t," he countered, " another man might leave som ething ou t." Lest any one should underrate him, he overrated him self, and gained a reputation for being a bore and a blowhard.
Paul has some good advice for us all. " For I say . . . to every man . . . not to think o f him self more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, accord ing as G od has dealt to every man the measure o f faith " (Rom ans 12:3).
One can think too lowly o f him self. Low self-esteem becom es the occasion for all kinds o f sins, the cause o f all kinds o f failures.
But one can think too highly o f him self. N o disease o f the spirit afflicts more people than pride. Bud R obinson said it was one disease that m ade everyone sick except the fellow who had it! Th e arrogant man m ay not feel sick, but he is sick.
T h e m an who thinks soberly about him self will find occasion to laugh, to weep, and to rejoice. H e will know him self as a sinner whose only hope is G o d ' s forgiving mercy. He will know that he ca n 't do every thing, but he can do some things. H e will find quiet satisfaction in being what he can, and doing what he should, by the grace o f G od . H e will not be a selfm ade man. H e will call in all the help he can get from G od and people.
W e should, according to P au l's adm onition, think o f ourselves hum bly, honestly, and hopefully. □
The m an w ho thinks soberly of himself will find occasion to laugh, to w eep , an d to rejoice. He will know himself a s a sinner w hose only hope is G od's forgiving mercy.
SOME VERY IMPORTANT PEOPLE
The h ighest a w a rd s g ra n te d in our C a ra va n p ro g ra m are th e Phineas F. Bresee a w a rd for boys a n d th e Esther Carson W inans a w a rd for girls. During 1980 th e fo llo w in g e a rn e d these awards:
Phineas F. Bresee Award Tina Pace, Bluffton, Indiana W e c o n g ra tu la te these boys a n d girls on their o u tsta n a in g ach ie ve m e n t. A n d w e c o n g ra tu la te th e m e n a n d w o m e n w h o work w ith our C a ra va n pro g ra m in th e lo c a l churches, a n d a t th e district a n d g e n e ra l levels. They are m a k in g s ig n ific a n t investm ents in our g reatest resources, our boys a n d girls! 
WHY NEW PEOPLE COME INTO THE CHURCH
Dr. W in field Arn, execu tive director o f the Institute for A m erican Church G row th, speaking recently at the N i agara Falls Regional C onference, said th a t a fte r q u e s t io n in g m ore th a n 10,000 people in conferences and c o n ventions across the U n ited States, he has discovered where m ost o f the p e o ple com e from who are won and discipled as new Christians in the church. H e gave the follow ing categories:
1. Those w ho walk in o ff the street 3 -5N orthw est N azarene C ollege President K enneth P ea rsa ll (r.) con gra tu la tes form er P resident I,. T . Corlett at the ded ication o f the new residen ce h all nam ed in his honor.
G eneral B oard m em ber, D r. J erry O liver o f S p ringfield , 111., and his w ife Jew el, again rem em bered the N PH em ployees at C h ristm astim e and said "M e r r y C h rist m a s" w ith seven large cartons o f oran ges. T he tem perature w as in the teens in K ansas City but du rin g the lunch hour, em ployees vica riou sly enjoyed a balm y day through this touch o f ju icy sunshine from Florida.
2. T h ose w ho find the church program s attractive and effective 2-3 9c 3. T h ose w ho find the pastor to be the attraction or draw ing card 3-6rr 4. T h ose w ho have special needs 2-3' r 5. T h ose w ho are won through visitation p ro grams l-2 rr 6. T h ose w ho are won b e cause o f the Sunday Sch ool work and em phasis 3-5rc 7. T h ose won in city-w ide, in terden om in ational cru sades .001% 8. T h ose won by friends or relatives 70-90r< W hen Dr. A m surveyed the nearly 250 people present in the conference, it was revealed that out o f this group com p osed predom in antly o f N azarene preachers and lay leaders, the follow ing percentages prevailed:
1. T h ose w ho had w alked in 5cc 2. T h ose won by church p ro grams 0°r 3. T h e pastor as draw ing card :r< 4. T h ose w ith special needs 3% 5. T h ose won through visita tion 5C; 6. T h ose w on because o f S u n day Sch ool 3cr 7. T h ose won in com m u n ityw ide crusades 0% 8. T h ose won by friends and relatives in the church 90% T h is shows the im portant influence o f friends and relatives in winning people to Christ and the church. □
BNC HONORS CITY LAWYER
Dr. Harry B. M acrory, assistant to the president and legal advisor o f Bethany N azarene College, was re cently honored as recipient o f the 1980 "H eritag e A w ard" presented by the A lum ni A ssociation o f Bethany N a za rene College.
M acrory has served on the B N C adm inistration since 1966 as pu blic relations director and director o f d e velopm en t, and has served as ch air m an o f the highly successful B L IT Z B uilding Fund D rive for the con stru c tion o f the R oyce C. Brown H om e E con om ics and Business C om plex.
A ccord in g to college sources, the p r o g r a m is n e a r in g c o m p le t io n o f Phase III, with m ore than $1,500,000 raised from alum ni and private donors across the U nited States.
M acrory atten ded Bethany Peniel College, graduating from O klahom a C ity C ollege o f Law and O klahom a City U niversity with the Juris D octor degree.
In ad dition to serving as assistant to the president, he is an adjunct 
This imaginative account of events surrounding Jesus' resurrection is a captivating story.
Searching for the body missing from the tomb leads the young cap tain of the Temple Guard, Nathan, from agnosticism and indiffer ence to a saving faith in the resurrected Christ.
A meaningful book to read in the days leading up to Easter. Your own faith will be strengthened by this man's honest investigation and the strong, unchanging testimonies of believers he interviewed. 120 pages. Paper. 
$2.95
THE.
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Prices suDiect to change without notice
THE TWENTY-FIVE LARGEST SUNDAY SCHOOLS
T h e D ivision o f Christian Life has just released the follow ing inform ation on the 25 largest Sunday Schools for the 1980 assem bly year.
Total A ttend an ce
D e n v e r F ir s t 2 ,0 8 1 B e t h a n y , O k la . , F ir s t 1 ,7 0 5 P a s a d e n a , C a lif. , F ir s t 1 ,3 2 0 S a le m , O r e ., F ir s t 1 ,1 3 4 O la t h e , K a n s . , C o lle g e 1 ,1 1 3 L o n g B e a c h , C a lif. , F ir s t 1 ,0 2 1 N a s h v ille , F ir s t 9 5 9 N a m p a , Id a .. F ir s t 9 1 1 W ic h it a , K a n s . , F ir s t 8 8 7 P o r t a g e , I n d . , F ir s t 8 5 3 N a m p a , I d a .. C o lle g e 7 8 7 I n d i a n a p o l i s W e s t s id e 6 8 5 B e a v e r t o n , O r e .
6 7 7 C a lg a r y . A l b e r t a . F ir s t 6 6 7 C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s , F ir s t 6 5 5 L e x in g t o n , K y ., L a f a y e t t e 6 5 0 B l o o m i n g t o n , C a lif. 6 4 9 F lin t, M ic h . , C e n t r a l 6 4 4 B r a d e n t o n , F la ., F ir s t 6 3 1 M o u n t V e r n o n , O h io , F ir s t 6 2 2 K a n k a k e e , III., C o lle g e 6 1 7 C a n t o n , O h io , F ir s t 6 0 5 B r o o k l y n , B e u la h 6 0 2 K a n k a k e e , III., F ir s t 6 0 0 P o r t la n d , O r e ., F ir s t 5 8 7
Total Enrollm ent
B e t h a n y , O k la . , F ir s t 2 , 7 9 6 D e n v e r , F ir s t 2 , 7 3 4 P a s a d e n a , C a lif. , F ir s t 2 , 3 3 9 B e t h a n y , O k la . , J e r n i g a n M e m o r ia l 2 , 1 0 0 N a m p a , Id a . , F ir s t 2 , 0 0 3 N a s h v ille , F ir s t 1 ,8 3 3 O la t h e , K a n s . , C o lle g e 1 ,7 7 8 P o r t a g e , I n d . , F ir s t 1 ,7 4 0 S a le m , O r e ., F ir s t 1 ,7 2 9 B r o o k l y n , B e u la h 1 ,7 0 4 W ic h it a , K a n s . , F ir s t 1 ,6 3 9 I n d i a n a p o l i s , W e s t s i d e 1 ,6 3 1 C a n t o n , O h io , F ir s t 1 ,5 2 7 N a m p a , Id a ., C o lle g e 1 ,4 5 9 L o n g B e a c h , C a lif . , F ir s t 1 ,4 4 5 X e n ia , O h io 1 ,4 4 1 C a lg a r y , A l b e r t a , F ir s t 1 ,3 9 5 B r a d e n t o n , F la ., F ir s t 1 ,3 4 7 S t e r li n g , III., F ir s t 1 ,3 3 0 B e a v e r t o n , O r e .
1 ,2 8 6 S e y m o u r , I n d .
1 ,2 4 3 K a n k a k e e , III.. F ir s t 1 ,2 4 1 S a c r a m e n t o , C a lif . , L i b e r t y T o w e r s 1 ,1 9 5 C h ic a g o , III., F ir s t 1 ,1 4 5 H u t c h in s o n , K a n s . . B e t h a n y 1 ,1 2 4
A tten d an ce (exclu ding o utreach)
D e n v e r F ir s t 2 ,0 8 1 B e t h a n y , O k la . . F ir s t 1 ,7 0 5 P a s a d e n a , C a lif . . F ir s t 1 ,3 2 0 O la t h e , K a n s . , C o lle g e 1 ,0 5 7 S a le m , O r e ., F ir s t 9 7 8 N a m p a , I d a . , F ir s t 8 8 1 N a s h v ille F ir s t 8 3 6 W ic h it a , K a n s . , F ir s t 8 2 4 L o n g B e a c h , C a lif . , F ir s t 7 8 3 N a m p a , Id a . , C o lle g e 7 0 4 P o r t a g e , I n d . , F ir s t 6 2 8 C a lg a r y , A l b e r t a , F ir s t 6 2 5 K a n k a k e e , III., C o lle g e 6 1 7 M o u n t V e r n o n , O h io , F ir s t 6 0 2 F lin t , M ic h . , C e n t r a l 5 9 4 K a n k a k e e , III., F ir s t 5 4 0 P o r t la n d , I n d . , F ir s t 5 3 5 I n d i a n a p o l i s W e s t s i d e 5 3 3 C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s F ir s t 5 2 9 C a n t o n , O h io , F ir s t 5 2 5 S t e r li n g , III., F ir s t 5 1 9 B e a v e r t o n , O r e . 5 1 6 B r a d e n t o n , F la ., F ir s t 5 0 5 A r li n g t o n , V a .. C a lv a r y 5 0 0 C lo v is , N . M . . F ir s t 4 9 5 O utreach A tte n d an ce S a v a n n a h . G a ., E a s t s id e 4 2 6 A u g u s t a , G a ., F ir s t 3 8 7 H u n t i n g t o n P a r k , C a lif.
3 3 5 L e x i n g t o n , K y ., L a f a y e t t e 3 2 0 B l o o m i n g t o n , C a lif.
3 0 0 S a n B e r n a r d i n o , C a lif . , F ir s t 2 9 6 S t o c k t o n , C a lif . , F ir s t 2 7 3 J e r s e y C ity , N .J .
2 6 7 B r o o k l y n B e u la h 2 5 9 O r l a n d o , F la ., C e n t r a l 2 5 0 L o n g B e a c h , C a lif . , F ir s t 2 3 8 P o r t a g e , I n d . . F ir s t 2 2 5 S a l i s b u r y , M d .
2 1 1 B e a u tifu lly d e s ig n e d o f th e fin e s t q u a lity m e ta l fo r e n d u rin g s tre n g th and fu n c tio n a l se rv ic e . A fin g e rp rin t-re s is ta n t a n o d iz e d fin is h n e e d s no p o lis h in g and w ill not ta rn is h .
In te rlo c k in g c o m m u n io n tra y s w ith m a tc h in g base an d c o v e r e n s u re s e c u re h a n d lin g and s ta c k in g . Each tra y h o ld s 40 glasse s.
A significant
MEMORIAL GIFT
M a y b e e n g ra v e d w ith s e le c te d w o r d in g a t 4 0 c p e r c h a ra c te r.
G L A S S E S -c le a r, r o u n d e d in s id e , h e a v y b o tto m s
E -66 1 % in c h e s h ig h 1 2 f o r $4.70 E -44 V/4 in c h e s h ig h 1 2 f o r $4.70
P L A S T IC -U n b re a k a b le , lig h tw e ig h t, n o is e le s s , c le a r
E-167 15 /s in c h e s h ig h 1 2 f o r $ 2.40 E -164 1 'A in c h e s h ig h (D is p o s a b le )
1 0 0 f o r $9.95
C O M M U N IO N B R EA D -Thin, u n le a v e n e d s e c tio n s .
F o u r-o u n c e b o x se rve s 1,000 o r m o re . Vi x Vfe" . P o ly e th y le n e in n e r c o n ta in e r h e lp s ho ld fre s h n e s s b e tw ee n uses.
U -165
B o x $2.00
For inform ation on other com m union sets, cup fillers, washer, and offering plates, consult your lastest copy o f the Nazarene Catalog.
Prices sub ject to change w ithout notice. 
ni< § d o in rcmcmbrancc o f Me
Distinctive COMMUNION WARE S IL V E R -T O N E B R A S S -T O N E
C o m m u n io n Tray
Easter fire clings
A Time for Remembering Special People
S h a re th e j o y o f th e r is en C h rist!
Order TOD A Y Easter-April 19 N A Z A R E N E P U B L IS H IN G H O U S E Post O ffic e B o x 527 K an sas C ity, M is s o u ri 64141
Prices sub ject to change without notice O k l a h o m a C it y B r it t o n 1 9 8 B e t h a n y , O k la . , W il l ia m s M e m o r ia l 1 9 2 L o u i s v i l le , K y ., F a r m d a l e 1 9 2 H o t S p r i n g s , A r k . F ir s t 1 9 0 W in c h e s t e r , K y . 1 8 7 G r a n d R a p id s , M ic h . , F ir s t 1 7 5 C h ic a g o , III., C a lv a r y 1 7 5 H a c ie n d a H e ig h t s , C a lif . 1 7 0 B u e n a P a r k . C a lif . , C r e s c e n t A v e n u e 1 6 5 S a c r a m e n t o , C a lif . , L i b e r t y T o w e r s 16 1 B e a v e r t o n . O r e .
16 1 M e m p h i s . T e n n . . P a r k A v e n u e 1 6 1
O utreach E nrollm ent
B r o o k l y n B e u la h 1 ,1 0 0 S a v a n n a h , G a ., E a s t s id e 4 4 6 S a n B e r n a r d i n o , C a lif . , F ir s t 3 5 5 A u g u s t a , G a ., F ir s t 3 5 0 H u n t i n g t o n P a r k , C a lif .
3 3 5 L e x i n g t o n . K y .. L a f a y e t t e 3 2 5 P r in c e t o n . F la .
3 0 0 B l o o m i n g t o n . C a lif .
3 0 0 L o u is v ille , K y .. F a r m d a l e 2 9 5 L o n g B e a c h , C a lif . , F ir s t 2 8 4 J e r s e y C ity , N .J .
2 7 8 M e m p h i s . T e n n . . P a r k A v e n u e 2 7 5 S t o c k t o n , C a lif . , F ir s t 2 6 0 O r l a n d o , F la ., C e n t r a l 2 5 0 B r a d e n t o n , F la ., F ir s t 2 5 0 P o r t a g e , I n d . . F ir s t 2 4 2 A k r o n . O h io , G o o d y e a r H e ig h t s 2 4 2 S t. L o u is F e r g u s o n 2 3 5 C h a t t a n o o g a , T e n n . , E a s t R id g e 2 2 8 F u lt o n , N .Y .
2 2 2 S p r i n g f ie ld , M a s s . 
A D ram atic Musical
The Overcomers
From the pages of Revelation (12:11) com es this stirring a d u lt m usical by JACK HAYFORD, arranged by PAUL JOHNSON. Through 16 songs, narration, testimonies, the Lord's Supper, a n d an op tion al call to com m itm e nt, this onehour presentation has lasting a p p e a l for any audience. The spirit a n d power of the Risen Christ perm eates the message of this musical. 
MB-477
Book
A New Solo B oo k
Scripture Solos For All Seasons
Lillenas presents a treasury of m ed iu m range an d high voice solos for Easter a n d other special occasions. The Easter selections in clud e the fam iliar a n d the less-well-known. This is an excellent a d d itio n to th e soloist's library.
MB-491 $6.95
A Program C ollection
Easter Program Builder No. 16
Thirty-two pages of plays, skits, re cita tions, a n d all th e other com p on ents th a t m ake an Easter program m e m orable. Saves hours of searching for ideas. Offers an excellent variety of g ra d e d m a te ria ls for k in d e rg a rte n through young adult. 
By My Spirit
As in d iv id u a l a rra n g e m e n ts or as a n e n tire service, this b o o k p ro vid e s a c e le b ra tio n o f th e perso n a n d w ork of th e Holy Spirit. R. W. S trin gfie ld a n d Tom Fettke a re th e ta le n t b e h in d it. In c lu d e d a m o n g th e 13 n u m b e rs are: "C le a n s e M e," "Bring Your Vessels," " B re ath e o n M e. 
Life in the Spirit
These 18 w e ll-k n o w n h y m n s fo r c h o ir w ith n a rra tio n a n d c o n g r e g a tio n in v o lv e m e n t c e le b r a te th e w o n d e r a n d p o w e r o f P e n te cost. S o m e title s are: "H o ly Spirit, Be M y G u id e ," "P raye r fo r C le a n s in g ." 
PALCON II PREREGISTRATION IN PROGRESS
P reregistration for P A L C O N II was b e g u n w h en all m in is te r s in th e C hurch o f the N azarene were m ailed the necessary form s in the m onth of January. In clu ded in the m ailing was a cop y o f C O U N T D O W N , the P A L C O N II newsletter, and a ruler sh ow ing the P A L C O N II dates and m otto: "M ea su red by nothing less than the full stature o f C h rist" (E phesians 4:13, N E B ).
L ocal congregations are encouraged to cover the registration fee o f $110 for their pastor. C onsideration should also be given to financial assistance for m em bers o f the pastoral staff, re tired pastors, and evangelists. Church boards are urged to take action on this m atter as soon as possible.
Preregistration is an im portan t step in the preparation o f P A L C O N II. W ith the broadened participation ex pected, it is the only way to measure the projected attendance and thus ensure adequate facilities and m ateri als. T h e D epartm ent o f E du cation and the M inistry urges all ministers to be prom pt in su bm ittin g their form s at least 90 days prior to the conference in their region.
Any m inister who has not yet re c e iv e d th e p r e r e g is tr a tio n fo r m s should write im m ediately to: ----------------------------------------------- 
REPORT ON SUPPLEMENTAL LIFE INSURANCE FOR MINISTERS AND LAYMEN
T h e Supplem ental G roup Term Life Insurance Program offered to N aza rene ministers by the Departm ent o f Pensions and Benefits recently real ized phenom enal growth. As o f D e cem ber 15, 1980, 673 ministers applied for increased coverage and an a d d i tional 300 applied to enroll for the first tim e in the program . W ith the approval o f these applications, life in surance coverage for Nazarene m in isters and their fam ilies will increase by approxim ately $25 m illion o f cover age.
T his growth was brought about by several im provem ents in the su pple m ental insurance program . M axim u m coverage available was increased from $50,000 to $100,000 (depen din g upon the age o f the m inister). T h e num ber o f dependent units available was also increased, offering up to $10,000 c o v erage for the spouse and up to $5,000 for eligible dependent children.
Im proved rates are also cited for the excellent response to the program . E f fective O ctober 1 the prem ium for m any age brackets was low ered, som e as m uch as 25 percent ! T h is has been accom p lish ed , in part, by changing the previous 10-year age brackets to 5-year age brackets.
T h e D epartm ent o f Pensions and Benefits reports that the im p rov e ments w hich have been negotiated for the Su pplem en tal G roup T erm Life Insurance for N azarene m inisters also apply to the Su pplem en tal G roup T e r m L ife In s u ra n c e p r o g r a m d e signed for ch u rch -em ployed laym en. 'Those laym en currently em p loyed full tim e (30 hours per week or m ore) by Nazarene church organizations lo c a t ed on U nited States or Canadian d is tricts w hich are participating in the Pensions and B enefits Fund, are elig i ble to apply for up to $100,000 o f life insurance coverage for as low as $160 per year (depen din g upon age and in su rability). D ependent coverage is also available at these extrem ely low rates. N e w fo u n d la n d , to W illm a r, M in n . L A W R E N C E H A N C E fro m K n o x v ille , la ., to M e x ic o , M o. R AY R. H A N S E N fro m M o n tro s e , la ., to B ritt (la .) Z io n K E N N E T H V. H A T H A W A Y fro m e v a n g e lis m to D u n c a n (O k la .) N o rth H e ig h ts
) C e n tra l to M o n tic e llo , Fla. G A R R Y D. P A T E fro m A lto n , III., to N e w A lb a n y (In d .) E ast S id e B. LY N N R IC H IE fro m s tu d e n t, N a z a re n e B ib le C o lle g e , C o lo ra d o S p rin g s , to Iv a n h o e , C a lif.
G . E R V IN S H R E C K E N G A S T fro m H a w th o rn e .
Pa., to A re a ta , C a lif. S. C. S T E V E N S O N , JR ., fro m P o rt A r th u r (T e x.)
G ra c e to B a y to w n (T e l te a c h e rs , a n d c h ild r e n 's c h u rc h w o r k e r s , a n d R ev. H o w a rd as c h u rc h tre a s u re r. D u rin g th is p a s t s u m m e r, th e y h e ld 10 c ru s a d e s in v a rio u s s iz e d c h u rc h e s , m o s tly in K a n s a s a n d M is s o u ri. S h e rr y 's s p e c ia l c a llin g is c h ild r e n 's e v a n g e lis m . H a rry a ls o m in is te rs in th is a re a , as w e ll as to a d u lts th ro u g h p re a c h in g a n d v is ita tio n . T h e H o w a rd s m a y be re a c h e d fo r th e n e x t th re e m o n th s a t R te. 105. B o x 13, E ast C h a rle s to n , V T 0 5 8 3 2 , w h e re th e y w ill b e s e rv in g an in te rim p a s to ra te .-Milton B. Parrish, Kansas City district superintendent.
x .) F irs t R O N A L D L. W H IT T E N B E R G E R fro m U h ric h sv ille (O h io ) R u s h C o m m u n ity to K e n t. O h io
MOVING MISSIONARIES
REV. W A L T E R M IR A C L E , p a s to r o f th e L e b a n o n , O h io , c h u rc h , w ill be e n te rin g th e fie ld o f e v a n g e lis m at th e c lo s e o f th is a s s e m b ly y e a r. R ev. M ira c le h a s s e rv e d th e c h u rc h w e ll a c ro s s th e y e a rs in th e p a s to ra l m in is try a n d n o w fe e ls th e c a ll to s e rv e th e c h u rc h in fu ll-tim e e v a n g e lis m . He w ill b e e n te rin g th e fie ld J u ly 19. H e is n o w a c c e p tin g d a te s a n d m a y b e re a c h e d at S lW IP T ',,tS TA X -80813 Set o t 4 ta p e s fo r M/A/M q u a rte r $ 1 1 .9 5
Prices subject to change without notice.
Supplemental study aids for a more enriching study o f Romans
Order N O W for use in MARCH/APRIL/M AY 50 5 S o u th lin e D r.. L e b a n o n . O H 4 5 0 3 6 . te le p h o n e (5 1 3 ) 9 3 2 -5 6 0 6 -Harold B. Graves. Southwest Ohio district superintendent. E v a n g e lis ts m a y be re a c h e d th ro u g h th e D e p a r t m e n t o f E v a n g e lis m 's t o l l-f r e e n u m b e r . 8 0 0 -8 2 1 -2 1 5 4 .
CORRECTION
T h e o b itu a r y fo r J a c k B ra c k e tt a p p e a r in g in th e D e c e m b e r 15 is s u e s h o u ld h a v e re a d as fo llo w s : J A C K B R A C K E T T , 58, d ie d O ct. 7 in D e c a tu r, I I I. F u n e ra l s e rv ic e s w e re c o n d u c te d b y R ev. Ed A b la a n d R ev. R ay K e rn . S u rv iv in g a re h is w ife . A ld e a n ; tw o s o n s , T im a n d D o u g , o n e d a u g h te r. V ic k i; o n e fo s te r s o n . B u tc h J o n e s ; th re e g r a n d c h ild re n ; a n d fiv e s is te rs . D o n a ld P e te rm a n a n d W illia m T h o m p s o n . S h e is s u rv iv e d b y o n e so n . J a m e s R., Jr.; tw o d a u g h te rs , E la in e B a u g u s a n d S h a ro n S im s ; a n d n in e g r a n d c h ild re n . T. C. L e c k ie . J r. a n d G le n L e c k ie ; s ix g r a n d c h ild re n ; tw o g r e a t-g ra n d c h ild r e n ; th re e s is te rs ; a n d o n e b ro th e r.
VITAL STATISTICS DEATHS
4 in E a s to n , Pa. R ev. R o b e rt P a rry a n d R ev. C h a rle s H. M e lto n c o n d u c te d th e fu n e ra l s e rv ic e s . S h e is s u rv iv e d b y h e r h u s b a n d . A r th u r W .; tw o s te p s o n s , E rn e s t a n d G e o rg e ; 3 s te p d a u g h te rs . M rs . L u c ille S h a rs h o n . M rs . L illia n M a ire . a n d M rs . D ia n e S p a rro w : 15 s te p -g r a n d c h ild re n . 3 s te p -g r e a t-g ra n d c h ild r e n : a n d 1 s is te r. R EV. 
HERALD OF HOLINESS
C O N G R E S S A C T S TO R E S T O R E M IS S IO N A R Y T A X E X C L U S IO N .
T a kin g d ra m a tic . 1 1 th -h o u r a ctio n , th e U.S. S e n a te a n d H o u se of R e p re se n ta tive s pa ssed and sen t to P re s id e n t C a rte r, le g is la tio n re s to rin g an in c o m e ta x e x c lu s io n fo r m is s io n a rie s a n d o th e r o v e r seas c h a rita b le w o rk e rs . T he p re s id e n t, w h o has s u p p o rte d the m e a su re , w as e x p e c te d to sign it q u ic k ly .
A p p ro v a l o f the p ro v is io n , s u p p o rte d by a b ip a rtis a n g ro u p of la w m a k e rs , c a m e d u rin g an un u su a l S a tu rd a y se ssio n in b o th h o u se s of C o n g re s s D e c e m b e r 13. 1980. P assage in b o th th e S e n a te and H o use w as sw ift and u n a n im o u s . Yet th e re w as an in te n s iv e s tru g g le in th e S en ate o ve r w h e th e r th e m e a s u re w o u ld even c o m e to th e flo o r fo r actio n.
T he In te rn a l R evenue S e rv ic e had tw ic e e x te n d e d th e o rig in a l d e a d lin e fo r p a ym e n t, a n tic ip a tin g th a t C o n g re s s m ig h t re in s ta te th e e x c lu s io n . □
F R E E M E T H O D IS T C H U R C H T O E M P H A S IZ E O V E R S E A S B R O A D C A S T IN G , T E L E V IS IO N .
M o re th a n 36 y e a rs a fte r its in itia l b ro a d c a s t, th e L ig h t a n d 
S E R V IC E M A R K S 25TH A N N IV E R S A R Y OF M A S S A C R E . A 25th
A n n iv e rs a ry M e m o ria l S e rv ic e c o m m e m o ra tin g th e d e a th o f five yo u n g m is s io n a rie s in th e ju n g le s o f E c u a d o r w as s p o n s o re d by M issio n A v ia tio n F e llo w sh ip . T he s e rv ic e w as he ld J a n u a ry 8, 1981 . at the site w h e re Jim E lliot, P ete r F le m in g , Ed M c C u lly , N ate S aint, and R o ge r Y o u d e ria n w e re k ille d at th e h a n d s o f th e In d ia n trib e the y w e re a tte m p tin g to co n ta c t. T he e ve n t re c e iv e d w o rld w id e m e d ia a tte n tio n and se ve ra l b o o k s an d film s c e n te rin g on th e e ve n t o r its p a rtic ip a n ts have been p ro d u c e d . L a rg e n u m b e rs of p e rs o n s have d e d ic a te d th e ir lives to C h ris tia n s e rv ic e as a re su lt. B e ca u se o f the e x tre m e re m o te n e s s o f th is area, a tte n d a n c e w as lim ite d to s o m e 12 in vitee s, and to In d ia n re s id e n ts . □
"T H R IV IN G S P IR IT U A L L IF E " IN R O M A N IA N A N D H U N G A R IA N FREE C H U R C H E S .
The s p iritu a l life in th e c h u rc h e s o f th e " U n io n of G osp el C h ris tia n s " in R o m a n ia and in th e B re th re n A s s e m b lie s in H u n g a ry is " th riv in g ," re p o rte d E rn st S c h ru p p . th e d ire c to r o f th e W ie d e n e st M issio n C e n te r and B ib le S c h o o l a fte r a re c e n t v is it to the tw o East E u ro p e a n c o u n trie s . T he W ie d e n e s t M issio n C e n te r, on e of th e m a jo r in s titu tio n s o f th e O pe n B re th re n in G e rm a n y , has c lo se c o n ta c ts w ith th e c h u rc h e s in R o m a n ia a n d H u n g a ry.
M r. S c h ru p p also re p o rte d th a t th e R o m a n ia n U n io n has a b o u t 380 lo cal a s s e m b lie s w ith a p p ro x im a te ly 44 ,000 m e m b e rs in c lu d in g e th n ic G e rm a n s. In a n u m b e r o f c e n tra l to w n s su ch as B u c h a re s t, Iasi, H e rm a n n s ta d t, K ro n s ta d t, and K la u s e n b u rg B ib le c o u rs e s fo r th e e ld e rs had been o rg a n iz e d b e s id e s th e n o rm a l w o rs h ip and p ra y e r m e e tin g s, and had m et w ith an " e n th u s ia s tic re s p o n s e ." □ Conducted by W. E.
McCumber,
E d ito r
I was tellin g our pastor how co ncerned I was about the lan gu ag e of our people. So many are using gee, gosh, golly, darn, and drat. Even the Sunday School teach ers som etim es use these words.
T h e pastor rep lied that this was generally a c c e p ta b le now.
Is this true? The dictio n ary m akes it pretty cle ar about the origin of such words.
W e should be as clean and above reproach in speech as in actions. Other w ords serve better than these slang expressions w ithout creating offense.
It is well to rem em ber that we shall be judged for our w ords (M atthew 12:36-37). Such scrip tures as Psalm 19:14, Proverbs 17:27, Jam es 3:2, C olossians 4:6, and T itus 2:8 are better guides than what is generally accepta ble. Our responsi bility is speech a ccepta ble to G od, not to society. From eternity, also, G od lias chosen to save those who believe on Jesus Christ. Believing is our choice, postdating G od's, but com pelled not coerced.
As for reincarnation, it is nowhere taught in Scripture. It is a pagan doctrine. John cam e " in the spirit and power o f E lija h ," but was not E lijah reincarnated (Luke 1:17). And Jesus is the Second A dam , the second man to be the head of a hum an race, but He was not the first Adam reincarnated.
I' m not sure how m uch power the devil has, but it is definitely lim ited by the all-pow erful G od. □ Several years ago when I first met the holiness people, the m id w eek service was a praise se r vice. Every Christian testified. The em phasis was put on praising God in song, testim onies, and scripture reading (frequently by the lay m en). W e looked forw ard after a revival to hearing testim onies by the new converts. There was no program , we never knew w hat tim e we would be dism issed. Now the prayer m eeting is co n du cted like any other service. I do not mean to d iscred it the pastors for we could not get along w ithout them , but I am hungry for oldtim e prayer and praise services. W hat is your suggestion?
M y suggestion is to have a frank and friendly talk with your pastor. He will gladly share his reasons for the way any service is structured, and he should be open to suggestions for possibly im proving the services. M ay be the people' s m eet ing died because the same few people did and said the same old things, until others becam e bored and u nconvinced. I' ve known that to happen. But lively testim ony and praise services can be a trem endous power and blessing tor good, as I know from experience also. □ The official proceedings of the Twentieth General As sembly, held in Kansas City, Missouri, June 22-27, 1980. Here you will have a record of the minutes of each business session, reports of the general officers and departments, and statistical charts. Every pastor and lay leader interested in keeping informed regarding the operations of his church will want a copy. 527 pages. Paper.
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preaching o f the W ord o f G od by Rev. E rickson was used night after night in speaking to the needs o f those present. Jam es and R osem ary Green inspired the people w ith their m usic and en thusiasm . Altars were overflow ing in the closing services. T w o weeks o f daily prayer and fasting had preceded the revival. □ M ilto n H a r rin g to n , pastor Frederick, M o .: T h e church recen t ly had a stirring revival with E v a n gelist W ayn e L a F orce from H annibal, M o . T h e con cern o f the people was in dicated w ith the nightly atten dan ce averaging 90 percent o f the m em ber ship. T h e th em e o f the evangelist' s anointed m essages was holiness in ev eryday living. D eep con v iction , deter m ined seekers, sa n ctified believers, m em bers m ob ilized, and chu rch re vitalized portrayed this key revival. □ Septem ber 28 w as " O ne N ation U nder God S u n d a y " at Brem erton, W ash ., First C hurch, T he 10:50 H our o f C elebration w as a dynam ic service o f m usic under director LeW ayne H offm an, m inister o f m usic, w ith both patriotic and gospel m usic offered by the S a n ctu a ry C hoir, m en's group, and m inisterial sta ff and w ives singing group. P a stor M ich ael E. G rim sh aw spoke from Psalm 11:3: " I f the foundations are de stroyed, w hat can the righteous d o ? " T w elve politician s for state, national, and local o ffices w ere present in response to letters o f invitation sent to all can didates. P astor G rim sh aw (center) is show n in terview in g those w ho cam e. A t the close o f the service, each ca n dida te had a table for m aterial and an area to discuss issues w ith the w o r shipers. A lso, deputy registrars from the con grega tion w ere at tables to register 45 new voters.
'
L^l J
PARTNERS IN M INISTRY
By James L. Garlow Exploring the potential of laity and pastor working together M ost churches will have at least one em ployee, the pastor. Because the church believes in a G od-ca lled m inistry and that God directs a minister in his work for the K in g dom , the church cannot parallel industry in all aspects of being an e m p lo y e r . H o w e v e r , th e c h u rc h board must act as a good em ployer in one very im portant area-that of com pensation for the minister and local church staff.
T h e m in im u m goal o f ea ch church should be to provide their pastor with adequate cash salary, parsonage and utilities (or ad e quate housing allow ance), full re im bursem ent for professional and business expenses, and appropriate em ployee benefits such as a su pple mental retirement fund (or equity fund) through the N azarene taxsheltered annuity, hospitalization for the fam ily (and dental insur ance if possible), G roup Term Life Insurance o f up to $50,000 (the m axim um allow able by the IRS as a tax-free em ployee benefit), full S o c ia l S e c u r ity r e im b u r s e m e n t , and an adequate vacation.
As a m em ber o f the church board you will want to becom e fam iliar with the tax im plications o f being a church em ployer. IRS guidelines will in dicate the different respon s ib ilit ie s y ou h ave to w a r d y o u r m inisterial em ployees and your lay em ployees.
-D ep a rtm e n t of P ensions and B enefits are an important partner
DENOMINATION-WIDE C ST STUDY
February-March P ortla n d , O re ., F irst C hurch has m oved into its new 76,000-sq.-ft. buildin g on 19 tim bered a cres 3 m iles w est o f the city cen ter. A rch itect Ron Johnson designed the stru cture so that each o f the four levels can be entered on grade level, each w ith its ow n foyer. F a cilities h ave been provided for all ages, in cluding w in gs for infants and ch ildren , you th and adult edu cation room s, a high sch ool-sized gym , several fe llow sh ip h alls for la rg e and sm all grou ps, and a sa nctuary seatin g 1,600. The cost o f the b u ild in g w as $4 m illion and it is cu rren tly valued at $5.3 m illion. In the first 10 w eeks in the new bu ildin g, the ch u rch has registered 1,880 visitors. D r. A lan R odda is the sen ior pastor. ing practicing homosexuals, it is good to find such a clear-cut arti cle. Of course, one should expect the Nazarenes to take such a stand, but then so should one ex pect other denominations to do likewise.
Earle A. Bowen Dover, New Jersey
HIS WORK WAS NOT FINISHED
" Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee" (Isaiah 26:3) .
This was my text on January 6, 1974, in the Aurora Church of the Nazarene, where my son-in-law, J. C. Baynum, was the pastor. I fell to the floor behind the pulpit with a heart arrest. When I came to on Tuesday about five o'clock, the doctor stood beside my bed and spoke my name and asked a few questions and left. He knew I was going to be all right.
I asked the Lord, I guess a hun dred times, " Lord, why did You bring me back?" Now I know, my work here on earth was not done. The Lord has used me to win many souls for Him in this last six years. Praise His name forever.
My prayer is, " Here I am, Lord, send me."
Rev. C. H. Symons Tawas City. Michigan
REGISTERED CONCERN
I want to register a concern which arises from reading, and having brought to my attention by others, the article by Rev. J. Grant Swank, Jr., on abortion in the October 15 issue. I find his posi tion much too categorical and un feeling. Theorizing and lovingly facing the issues with our people are not the same thing.
I believe the position in the arti cle is more severe than that in the Manual. Perhaps an obvious dis claimer ought to appear in every issue of the Herald, indicating each article is not necessarily the official position of the church. I am not certain friends of the church understand this to be so.
I believe this article m isrepre sented the church to friends for whom I have subscribed. 
I
N O TIC E D by a quick glance the tears flowing down his weathered face. 1 was conversing with a petite Russian lady who had recently com e to live in the nursing hom e. Behind her, a man in a wheelchair wept, quietly at first, but now crying aloud. Tw o lay men huddled near him, assuring him that Jesus would forgive his sins.
W e had com e to the rest home for a Sunday after noon service. W e sang a few songs and spoke briefly from the W ord o f G od. Several families from our congregation participated. Before leaving, we shook hands with each resident, conversing as our tim e and their capacity allowed.
Lee and Armand talked with Bill, a lifelong cow boy and W orld W ar I veteran, now 89 years old. As they showed interest, he expressed guilt. They explained that Jesus wanted to forgive his sins. That is when 1 noticed the tears flowing. Soon he cried openly and confessed to having killed a man. As my conversation with the Russian lady closed, I m oved to join these three men.
As I neared the trio, Lee said, " Bill, I want vou to GLENN CULBERTSON pastors the Billings, Montana, Church of the Nazarene.
D y
Save Some1
by GLENN CULBERTSON repeat this prayer after m e." Phrase by phrase, Lee led the wav for Bill to confess his sins, ask G od to for give them, and accept His forgiveness. Phrase by phrase Bill repeated the words and received G od s forgiveness. " Thank You, L ord ," I thought, " for lay men who share the gospel."
Lee visited Bill again in the rest hom e. They had prayer again, particularly about B ill's having killed a man. Now Lee had his eyes on another man who seem ed ready to accept Christ. "P a s to r," he said, " I think I've found my ministry! Those people over there are great. I love going over to see them , and they really need som eb od y."
On a couple occasions, I joined Lee in visiting the people there. Bill persisted in crying about having killed a man, but Lee insisted the day would com e when Bill would know that he was forgiven and would forget about that sin. Finally, he did. T h e last several visits by Lee brought no m ention o f killing or any other sins.
Three m onths have passed. Except for a two-week vacation, Lee has visited at the home every week. At least five have prayed to receive forgiveness o f sins. Last week the first o f that group went hom e to h eav en: Bill, the 89-year-old cow boy who started it all.
" Then the righteous will answer him , ' Lord, when did we . . . see you sick or in prison and go to visit y o u ?' "T h e King will reply, ' I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one o f the least o f these brothers o f mine, you did for m e' " (M atthew 25:37, 39-40, N IV ). □
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